Office Of The Hereditary Chiefs
Of The Gitksan And Wet’suwet’en People

DELGKH UUKW APPEAL COURT CASE

Juae 75, 1993 FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE
TABLE sET

VANCOUVER ~-  For the pact 1) months the Gitksan and
Wot’suvetlon heraditary chiefs kept seats open at the negotisting
tablo for the faderal and provincial governments.

How those seats might finally be filled.
erhar panel of the B.C. Court

That’s because a special fiv
of hppral ruled today that the federal government’s policy of
extinquishnent is againat the law.

The Gitksan and Wetsuwet’en negotiating table vas set with
the precondition that anyone sitting at it rejected the idea of
global cxtinguishoent of First Nation's rights.

In a 1992 memorandum of understanding, the provincial
government agreed there was no pra-confederation extinguishment of
rights.

The federal governent refused to sign the NOU and the
document was also rejected at that tima by tha B.C. Court of
Appeal.

BuS now, the five-romber appeal court panel said, fn a
unanmous ruling, aboriginal rights were not extinguished before or
after confederation and that they are protected by the
constitution.

The Gitksan and Wet’suveten hereditary ehiefs look forvard to
hosting the federal goverament at the negotiating table while
continuing the quest for fair treatment in the courts by taking
foruard the appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada.
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