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PROVINCE SUSPENDS TREATY NEGOTIATIONS WITH GITXSAN

HAZELTON . The province is suspending treaty negotations with the Glwxsan Treaty
Office. Aboriginal Affairs Minister John Cashore citad fundamantal differcnces between the
province and the Gitxsen over boriginal rights.

“We do not believe it ia possible to achieva an agreement-in-principle given the existing
clrcumstancas. We have dacided not to continue with nsgotations at this time,” Cashore
said,

“Clearly theze is little chance of progress In negodating sboriginal rights and
jusisdictions with ths Gitgsan without further direction from the Supreme Cour,” sald
Cashore. "Other First Nations in the reaty procsss oot only think it is possible dut
deairable 10 negoliale certainty on these lasues,”

The minister mads the announcement 0 sﬁspcud negotiations with the Gigsan
following the expiry of the Accord of Recognidon and Respect which was signed in June
1984, The government will not seek a further extension of the accord.

Under che terms of the sccord, the Gixsan, the neighboring Wet'suwet'en and the
provincs sought and wers granted an adjournmeat of the Delgamuukw appeal on isgues of
aboriginal rights o the Supreme Court of Canada, The parties ggreed 10 §¢oKk a negotlated
treaty settlement for each Flrst Nadon in a manner respectful of ell parties' laws and
traditons, _

“Girgsan Houses have erected road blocks in the past in direct contravention of ths
spirit and intent of the sccord.” said Cashore. “The Gitgsan have not provided the province
with any aesurances that simifar activities won't be repeated in the future. To the conrary,
they have called for “action on the land,” It is just such sction and rhetoric which has led
the province to the inevitable conclusion that further negotiation is futile.”

The province will continue (o nsgotiate with the Wet'suwet'en, “The Wet'suwet’en
have demonstratad their commitment to negotiating a treaty settlsment, The provincial
government has determined that thers is a reasonable basis for continuing these
ncgotlations, " Cashore said.

Unless thars {s another adjournment, the Supreme Court of Canada is scheduled to
begin hearing preliminary matters relsting to the Delgamuukw eppeals on aborigineal rights
{n mid-March. As a respondent in the case, the province has status and can speak to the
{ssues.
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